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Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that this Preliminary Amendment be entered prior to 
examination of the application. This Preliminary Amendment is provided in the 
following format: 

(A) A clean version of each replacement paragraph/section/claim along 
with clear instructions for entry; and 

(B) Starting on a separate page, appropriate remarks and arguments (37 
C.F.R. § 1.111 andMPEP714). 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are 
required beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying 
this paper. However, if additional extensions of time are necessary to prevent 
abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor (including fees for net 
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addition of claims) are hereby authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 
19-0036. 

Amendments 

In the Title: 

Please substitute the following Title of the Invention for the pending Title of the 
Invention: 

Method for Engrafting a Blood Vessel 
In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-15 

Please add the following new claims 16-20: 

16. A method of reloading a graft into a sheath introducer, comprising: 
providing a graft having a distal spring portion; 

providing a sheath introducer including a spool apparatus having a hand 
crank, wherein the spool apparatus includes a plurality of suture loops connected to the 
distal spring portion; 

rotating the hand crank, thereby collapsing the distal spring portion into 
the sheath introducer. 
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1 7. The method of claim 1 6, wherein the hand crank is rotated in a 
counterclockwise direction during the rotating step. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 6, further comprising: 
performing an angiogram. 



1 9. A method of positioning a bifurcated graft within a contralateral iliac 
vessel, comprising: 

providing a bifurcated graft housed within a sheath introducer, wherein 
the graft includes a contralateral limb and a primary limb; 

deploying the primary limb of the graft from the sheath introducer into the 

aorta; and 

deploying the contralateral limb of the graft from the sheath introducer 
when the sheath introducer has been withdrawn past the graft junction of the contralateral 
iliac vessel such that the contralateral limb is directed downward into the contralateral 
iliac vessel. 



20. The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

positioning the contralateral limb using an insertion catheter. 
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Remarks 



Upon entry of this amendment, claims 16-20 are pending in the application, with 
claims 16 and 19 being the independent claims. Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner give favorable consideration to the claims of the present application. If the 
Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal communication will expedite 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at 
the number provided. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Teresa U. Medler 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 44,933 

Date: 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 
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